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From the Desk of the CEO
e are pleased to announce that the ﬁrst of
the three multi-mission inshore patrol
vessels has been delivered to the South African
Navy. This vessel built in South Africa will be
used to conduct eﬀective operations and
safeguard the maritime environment.

W

The construction of the two remaining vessels
as part of Project Biro is underway with the
delivery expected in April 2023 and April 2024
respectively.
This achievement demonstrates Armscor's
capability to provide South African National
Defence Force with state-of-the-art defence
matériel required to provide safety and security
for South Africa, its citizens and the continent at
large.
During this project both direct and indirect jobs
were created in line with the South African
Government's operation Phakisa objectives.
We are proud as part of the defence sector to
support government priorities.

This accolade is a culmination of a thorough
analysis conducted by an independent company
tasked with identifying and benchmarking
companies that achieve the highest level of
success in their respective industries. We trust
that as an organisation, we will continue to ﬂy the
ﬂag high.
Preparations leading to the 2022 edition of the
Africa Aerospace and Defence (AAD) show are
at an advanced stage. As Armscor, we are proud
to be one of the key partners to this premium
African air show.
We believe that the show provides a platform to
showcase our capabilities, establish strategic
relationships and position Armscor as a
procurement partner of choice.
Once again we invite all our stakeholders to
attend and participate at the show scheduled to
take place from 21 - 25 September 2022 at the
Air Force Waterkloof Base.
Stay safe.

Armscor continues making a diﬀerence in
communities where it operates through the
Corporate Social Investment programmes.

Adv. Solomzi Mbada
CEO

In the term under review, the organisation was
part of the Goodwill Team, a campaign of the
South African National Defence Force to
provide humanitarian aid to families across the
KwaZulu-Natal Province who were aﬀected by
the recent ﬂoods.
We have also donated much needed essentials
to the Motlogele early childhood development
centre in Ga-Seroka in the Limpopo Province.
We welcome the recognition bestowed upon
Armscor by the Top 500 publication; that of
being a top managed company in the
Aerospace and Defence industry.
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SA Navy receives a new
patrol vessel

The ﬁrst of the three multi-mission inshore patrol vessels with international pennant number
P 1571 arrives at Naval Dockyard, Simon's Town.
imon's Town was abuzz when members of
the South African National Defence Force,
captains of industry and representatives from
the South African Defence Industry gathered at
the Naval Dockyard on 18 May 2022 to witness
the arrival of the ﬁrst of three multi-mission
inshore patrol vessels (MMIPVs) as part of the
Project Biro.

S

This delivery is despite the challenges
encountered such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
which saw the country coming to a standstill. It
was in 2006, when the South African Navy raised
a requirement of capability to acquire vessels.
Since then various processes were undertaken
leading up to the keel laying ceremony in
February 2019.
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About the vessel
Length: 62m
Beam: 11.5m
Draft: 4.5m
Gross tonnage: 750 tons
Range: 2 000 nautical miles
Boats: 7m sea-boat and 9m boarding boat
Crew: 49 persons
Special personnel: 14 persons
Armscor as an acquisition agency for the
Department of Defence appointed Damen
Shipyards Cape Town as the preferred bidder
for the supply of three MMIPVs.

Ship's Company board ship for the ﬁrst time.
The aim of this project is to develop South
Africa's maritime security, ensuring that the
country has the capability to respond
eﬀectively, rapidly and cost-eﬃciently to
maritime threats.
The vessels will be used by the South African
Navy to conduct eﬀective operations and
safeguard the maritime environment. They
will be instrumental in curbing maritime crimes
such as traﬃcking, smuggling and illegal
ﬁshing.

The second vessel is expected to be delivered
in April 2023 while the last one is scheduled to
be delivered a year later in April 2024. In the
execution of this project, Damen Shipyards
has exceeded Project Biro's 60% local content
requirements by issuing contracts to a large
number of local suppliers.
Furthermore, over 300 direct jobs and over
1 000 indirect jobs were created through this
project. This is in line with the South African
government's Operation Phakisa objectives.

From L to R: Chief of the South African Navy, Vice Admiral Mosiwa Hlongwane, Chief of the
South African National Defence Force, General Rudzani Maphwanya, Minister of Defence and
Military Veterans, Ms Thandi Modise, Chief Executive Oﬃcer of Armscor, Adv. Solomzi Mbada
and Chairman of the Damen Shipyards Cape Town Board, Mr Sam Montsi during the signing
ceremony.
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New vessel to intensify patrols
T

he Chief of the South African Navy, Vice
Admiral Mosiwa Hlongwane has
commissioned the ﬁrst multi-mission inshore
patrol vessel on 15 June 2022 at Salisbury
Island, Durban. The new vessel named SAS
King Sekhukhune I will be replacing the
previous Warrior Class Strike Craft.
Speaking at the commissioning ceremony,
Vice Admiral Hlongwane highlighted the
signiﬁcance of this auspicious occasion. “I am
delighted to welcome you to another historical
day for the South African Navy, a day which
will forever remain a highlight of an exciting
period, not only in the history of the South
African Navy but the South African maritime
industry as a whole.”

“Today we will bear witness to the naming,
commissioning and assumption of command
of the ﬁrst of class of vessels acquired under
Project Biro. Commissioning of a ship in our
long standing naval tradition is an act of
placing a ship in active service. This day
however is of particular importance above the
vessel being charged with duty into service
but also a day on which P1571 as she was
christened will be endowed with her identity,”
indicated Vice Admiral Hlongwane.
Commander Jabulani Donald Mashamba was
charged with command of the SAS King
Sekhukhune I. He will lead a team of welltrained personnel in discharging daily
responsibilities of the vessel.

The Queen of the Bapedi Nation, Queen Manyaku Thulare-Hlapogadi a Phaahla and members
of the Bapedi Royal family gives blessing to the new vessel named SAS King Sekhukhune I.
It is a tradition within the South African Navy to
name vessels after warriors who have made
an impact in the development of the new
democratic South Africa.
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“Today P1571 will oﬃcially join and form part of
the operational South African Navy ﬂeet and
shall forever in time be known as SAS King
Sekhukhune I,” said Vice Admiral Hlongwane.

Ship's Company welcomes the Chief of the SA Navy, Vice Admiral Mosiwa Hlongwane on board.

The King Sekhukhune I was the Chief of the
Pedi Empire in the North Eastern Transvaal.
He maintained Bapedi authority by means of
military power following in the footsteps on his
great grandfather King Thulare I.

Her Majesty, the Queen of the Bapedi Nation,
Queen Manyaku Thulare-Hlapogadi a
Phaahla and members of the Bapedi Royal
family were among dignitaries who came to
witness this historic event.

Members of Armscor board and senior management among those witnessing the
commissioning of the new vessel.

GATEWAY TO DEFENCE SOLUTIONS | 7

Armscor showcases it’s
capability at ASEC

Armscor delegates engage stakeholders at the ASEC 2022.

I

n its quest to position itself as the acquisition
partner of choice, Armscor participated at the
9th Annual Africa Security Symposium
(ASEC2022), which took place on 17 – 18 May
2022 in the African hub of Nairobi, Kenya.
Approximately 300 delegates and exhibitors
participated in the pre-event procurement
workshops, a Defence Attachès' workshop,
dedicated networking sessions, and prescheduled 1-2-1 matchmaking meetings.
Using this targeted approach, ASEC actively
addressed some of the most pressing issues in
Africa, with thematic panel discussions.
As part of Armscor's positioning at the
symposium, Mr Molahlegi Molope, Divisional
Head: Telecommunications & Sensing
Systems, chaired one of the panels. The
panellists discussed the ever-developing
mandate of African peacekeepers, the value of
stability and a growing need for dependable
and robust partnerships.
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In light of the critical role played by peacekeepers in
safeguarding the peace, training, technology,
leadership; adaptive peace strategies are critical to
the success of any peacebuilding initiatives.
ASEC is one of the most productive forums held in
Africa to meet and network with high ranking
government oﬃcials, security experts and private
sector suppliers. The symposium provides a safe and
private setting to strategise solutions to Africa's most
challenging issues. This platform is crucial in
showcasing Armscor's capabilities, promoting and
positioning its products as a solution to United Nations
peacekeeping operations.
In addition to exploring strategic collaboration
opportunities with other African countries. The
symposium provides long lasting beneﬁts to assist the
organisation in achieving and maintaining long-term
ﬁnancial sustainability.

Scientists share knowledge
on best practices

Scientists demonstrate how to conduct basic maintenance of laboratory equipment as part of the
Analytical Chemistry Course.
fter two years of virtual classes, the Protechnik
Laboratories hosted an in-person 12th annual
Analytical Chemistry Course under the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW). The programme aims to
strengthen cooperation within Africa on the
implementation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention.

A

About 22 scientists representing 16 African
countries attended this course from 23 May – 3
June 2022 at Protechnik Laboratories in
Centurion, Pretoria.
Scientists got an opportunity to learn how to
conduct and verify authentic samples degradation
of chemical warfare agents, instrument usage and
software, method validation, analysis and the
basic maintenance of laboratory equipment.
Furthermore, this allowed scientists to share
knowledge on best practices employed in their
respective countries.

Under these regulations, the facility is under
periodic inspection by the OPCW, an institution
responsible for overseeing the implementation
of the Chemical Weapons Convention
obligation by member states.
Protechnik Laboratories, is a strategic facility
within the Research and Development
Department at Armscor. It is an applied
chemistry or biochemistry facility with a primary
focus on chemical and biological defence
research. Biomedical studies are undertaken
focusing on characterisation and identiﬁcation
techniques for biological warfare agents.
Protechnik Laboratories also provides technical
support under contract to the South African
Council for the Non-Proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction on technical aspects related
to the implementation of the chemical weapons
convention.

Protechnik Laboratories is the only facility in South
Africa that is accredited as a “Single Small Scale
Facility” - (SSSF) according to regulations of the
Chemical Weapons Convention.
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Protechnik Laboratories hosts scientists from across the African continent.

Goodwill team oﬀers humanitarian aid
ollowing the ﬂoods that ravaged some parts
of the KwaZulu-Natal province in April 2022,
Armscor responded to the needs of aﬀected
communities. The organisation donated money
to buy essentials for ﬂoods victims as part of its
Corporate Social Investment programme.

F

The team visited community centres around the
city where most of families in dire need are
accommodated. These includeded the Mzinyathi
area, Ngoqokazi, Amoti, Lendalani, Stanger
Manor, Tongaat, Itshelimnyama, Marianridge and
Shallcross community centres.

Armscor joined hands with the South African
National Defence Force (SANDF), Spouses
Forum and Chaplain Services to handover
humanitarian aid to ﬂoods victims.

“Today, we are pleased to announce that not only
are our soldiers building these bridges, electrifying
temporary shelters, engaging in search and
rescue eﬀorts, purifying and distributing water to
needy communities but they have gone an extra
mile in these climate of austerities to dig into their
pockets to provide local communities aﬀected by
these torrential rains and ﬂoods with food,
blankets and other much needed goods. These
items will go a long way into cushioning this blow
from the overwhelming sense of socio-economic
loss brought by the recent ﬂoods. But they are in
no way enough to make communities get by”,
indicated General Maphwanya.

This outreach programme started with a media
brieﬁng on 7 June 2022 at the Army Support
Base, Durban. In his address, the Chief of the
SANDF, General Rudzani Maphwanya indicated
that the defence force is from the people and for
the people.
“It is common knowledge that our brothers and
sisters in KwaZulu-Natal have borne the
devastating brunt of an overwhelming force of
nature that ultimately took in its wake precious
lives. As a country and as a defence force, we
cannot but start imagining the sense of loss and
dispare that families that lost and are still missing
their unaccounted loved ones must be going
through as we speak here today,” said General
Maphwanya.
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Members of the Chaplain Services within the South African National Defence Force assist
with distributing much needed goods to communities in need.
General Maphwanya thanked all the people
and organisations that made these donations
possible. “This gesture of goodwill through the
goodwill parcels we are today distributing to
communities is a very tiny gesture but the
meaning of giving it is what matters the most. It
is not the size of the packages that we will be
giving.”

Deserving community members received
hampers containing foodstuﬀ, clothing,
blankets, water, stationery and essential
hygiene products. General Maphwanya called
for other sectors of society to assist where
possible. “We therefore call upon other good
meaning South Africans to give towards
humanitarian eﬀorts here in KwaZulu-Natal
and other neighbourhoods.”

Armscor and Spouses Forum handing over humanitarian aid to victims of ﬂoods in Mzinyathi
area, KwaZulu-Natal.
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Stakeholder engagement
pave the way to AAD

Armscor hosts defence attachés from the African continent leading up to the AAD 2022 show.

A

rmscor hosted about 20 defence attachés from
the African Continent on 1 June 2022 at its Head
Quarters in Erasmuskloof, Pretoria. The purpose of
this event was to strengthen stakeholder relations
and garner support from African countries leading up
to the Africa Aerospace and Defence (AAD) show
scheduled to take place from 21 – 25 September
2022.
Armscor, as one of the partners, took the initiative to
provide a platform where the organisers of the show
could highlight the signiﬁcance of participating at the
AAD and its impact on the African continent.
Speaking at the event, Ms Michelle Nxumalo,
Exhibition Director encouraged other African
countries to participate in the show and showcase
their capabilities. She urged defence attachés to
extend the invitation to their home countries.
Out of the 40 countries represented as exhibitors in
the 2018 AAD show, only seven were from the
African continent; thus creating a need to increase
participation within the continent. Brigadier General
Xolani Mabanga, Director: Foreign Relations also
shared the same sentiments. He indicated that Africa
has to take up its position. “The Africa of today
cannot be the same as the one we inherited. It has to
be diﬀerent. We have to leave a legacy for the next
generation to come,” he said.
AAD is the largest biennial defence and aerospace
exhibition in Africa, where air, sea and land
capabilities are displayed at the highest level.
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It encompasses both a static display and an air
show. The show is ranked 6th on the best
global exhibition shows.
Armscor through a dedicated foreign liaison
oﬃce continues to maintain relations with both
local and foreign stakeholders. The oﬃce
serves as a point of contact between Armscor,
the Military Attachés and Advisor Corps
(MAAC), South African Military Attachés in
international assignments, foreign defence
industry representatives and diplomats.

AAD 2018 in numbers
• 55 063:

Visitors at the air show

• 32 538:

Trade visitors from
South Africa
and around the globe

• 40

:

Countries represented as
exhibitors

• 112 :

Countries represented as
visitors

• 486 :

Exhibition featured

The 2020 edition was cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The organising team
anticipates that the 2022 AAD edition will
surpass these 2018 numbers.

Donation to inspire little ones

Armscor handover essentials to Motlogele early childhood development centre in Ga-Seroka
Village, Limpopo.
ver the years funding for community-based
early childhood development (ECD) centres
in South Africa has generally decreased. As a
result centres especially those in rural areas are
forced to seek sponsorships and donations in
order to cover their daily operations.

O

It is for this reason that Armscor, through its
Corporate Social Investment Programme
reached out to Motlogele ECD centre in GaSeroka village, Limpopo.
Armscor donated 45 mattresses, 45 blankets, 12
tables, 48 chairs, six food containers, four plate
gas stove, a 19kg cylinder, four x 50 litres pots, a
jungle gym and toys to the centre.
Speaking at the handover function on 23 June
2022, Ms Liziwe Nkonyana - Senior Manager:
Corporate Communication at Armscor
highlighted the importance of working together
as a community.

She urged the community members to work
with the management of the centre to
safeguard and look after the items donated to
Motlogele ECD for future generations to also
beneﬁt.
This will allow the centre to use its budget for
other essentials instead of replacing broken or
stolen items.
Armscor worked with Friends in Salvation,
Department of Social Development and
Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality to
identify and locate the centre. Motlogele ECD
centre was established in 2000. It currently has
48 children on the database. The centre caters
for children in and around Fetakgomo Tubatse
Local Municipality.
Armscor with its limited resources continues to
make a meaningful impact in communities with
the focus on human capital development and
social-economic upliftment initiatives.
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Exploring unconventional
careers in defence
I

n line with the Youth Month of June, Armscor
celebrated some of the young employees who
are plying their trade at Armscor. Armscor has over
the years invested in talent development to address
shortage of critical and technical scarce skills.
This has been achieved through supporting learners
to improve their performance and results in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
subjects.
The organisation also oﬀers bursaries to learners to
study at diﬀerent institutions of higher learning with
an emphasis in engineering and science
qualiﬁcations. Furthermore, Armscor through the
Talent Development Programme (TDP) oﬀers an
internship programme, which aims to provide
graduates with on-the-job training to develop
technical skills and gain work experience. The
programme seeks to develop a pool of readily
available talent and technical expertise to meet
required skills needs for current and future business
strategic outputs.
Mr Katlego Ngwepe is one of the employees who
joined Armscor through the TDP. He hails from
Mokopane in the Limpopo province and currently
holds the position of Engineering Technician:
Industrial at Dockyard in Simon's Town. Part of his
daily responsibilities entail improvements of
workshop processes, management and
maintenance of machinery, tools and stores.
He obtained both a National Diploma and a B-Tech
Degree in Industrial Engineering from the University
of Johannesburg.
Speaking about his career, Mr Ngwepe indicated that
he got into engineering by default. “My ﬁrst choice of
study was pharmacy but due to lack of access to
information from a rural village I ended up doing a late
application and got accepted to study Industrial
Engineering.”
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Mr Katlego Ngwepe is one of the young
engineers at Armscor making a diﬀerence.
He currently occupies the position of
Engineering Technician: Industrial at
Dockyard in Simon's Town.
“One of the things I love about this ﬁeld is the
fact that it is broad and gives you an opportunity
to identify your strengths. Its variety makes it
possible for one to practically work in any
industry,” he added.
Since joining Dockyard in 2020, he has been
hands-on in a number of initiatives aimed at
improving service delivery to key stakeholders.
Some of the projects he is involved in include
the procurement of tank cleaning to assist the
South African Navy. Mr Ngwepe is also heading
the establishment of a drawing oﬃce project.
He believes that a willingness to learn and good
interpersonal skills are critical for one to make it
in this ﬁeld. “I believe in small progress, because
it is a thorough process. As a person who is
starting out, learning should be one of your top
tasks. Always be willing to learn, and ask
questions if you do not understand. One of the
advantages in the Dockyard is that we found
people who have gone through the same
process as us who got here as graduates
through the Talent Development Programme.”

Know Armscor’s Facilities
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