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In the quarter under review, Armscor supported the 
Chief of the South African National Defence Force’s 
Golf Day and the Chief of Logistics’ Golf Day . After two 
years of restrictions on social gathering as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, these events provided a 
much needed platform for Armscor to engage with its 
stakeholders outside the office environment . 

These engagement assists Armscor to maintain 
its position as a gateway to defence and security 
solutions, as well as to be the centre of technical 
excellence for defence acquisition and support 
services . 

We welcome the intervention measures by the 
Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) in bringing 
Denel back to its former capacity and any intervention 
aimed at improving the situation is a win for the 
defence industry as a whole . Discussions are at an 
advanced stage amongst Armscor, Denel and DPE on 
the most effective model . Denel holds South Africa’s 
sovereign and strategic capabilities hence a need 
for organisations such as Armscor to collaborate 
and provide the necessary support . We trust that the 
turnaround strategies that are currently in place at 
Denel will yield positive results . 

As Armscor, we believe that the return of Denel to 
the Africa Aerospace and Defence (AAD2022) show 
scheduled to take place on 21 – 25 September will 
be a turning point in stabilising the organisation . 
This year’s show is set to be bigger and better . Trade 
shows and exhibitions continues to play a critical 
role in the defence industry . They offer platforms to 
meet prospective customers, close deals, strengthen 
relations with existing customers and learn about 
latest trends . 

Following challenges regarding aircraft maintenance 
contract, we are pleased to report that the issues are 
receiving attention at the highest levels of the DOD 
and Armscor . We are optimistic that most of these 
challenges will be resolved by end of May 2022 . A series 
of negotiations were entered into with the original 
equipment manufacturers to find amicable solutions .  

Progress has been made towards establishing 

a cyber security unit at Armscor . Management 
has finalised the recruitment process to find best 
candidates who possess the necessary skills . The unit 
will play a key role in securing Armscor’s systems and 
reduce vulnerabilities from outside . Furthermore, the 
unit will look at working together with government 
and academic institutions to combat cyber security 
threats both in public and private sectors through 
the establishment of an integrated security operation 
centre . 

Over and above serving its primary client, the 
DOD, Armscor is also mandated to support other 
government departments as per the Armscor Act . 
This is demonstrated with the service level agreement 
that was established between Armscor and the South 
African Police Services (SAPS) . The agreement entails 
amongst others the acquisition and procurement 
services to achieve synergy across the Security Cluster 
Departments . Ongoing projects at hand include the 
disposal of obsolete landward and aeronautical 
platforms and other ancillaries . Through-life-cycle-
support and maintenance management services on 
new and existing platforms are part of the offer to the 
SAPS to ensure service readiness in an efficient and 
effective manner .  

This collaboration amongst state departments/
agencies seek to exploit Armscor’s capabilities for 
the benefit of the whole country whilst ensuring 
sustainability of the agencies concerned . We have 
started with an exercise to review our processes in 
order to be more effective given the ever changing 
external environment . This will enable us to be relevant 
and responsive to our clients’ needs . 

Keep well and stay safe . 

From the Desk of the CEO

ADV. SOLOMZI MBADA
CEO  ARMSCOR
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The former Chief of the SANDF, General 
(retired) Solly Shoke also took part in the 
2022 Golf Day .  

Armscor supports Chief
of Logistics 

Armscor employees with the Chief of Logistics, Lieutenant General Jabulani Mbuli at the 
annual Golf Day in Thaba Tshwane . 

Armscor was among industry partners who 
participated at the Chief of Logistics Golf 

Day held on 21 January 2022 at the Services 
Golf Club in Thaba Tshwane, Pretoria . This day 
provided an opportunity for Chief of Logistics, 
Lieutenant General Jabulani Mbuli to liaise 
with defence industry partners, members 
of the South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) and sponsors outside the normal 
office environment . 

This was also a platform to build, strengthen 
relationships and find better ways of working 
together in serving the people of South 
Africa . Amongst those spotted on the course 
was the Chief of the South African Navy, 
Lieutenant General Lawrence Mbatha . 

Various key players in the defence 
industry gathers at the Services Golf 
Club to strengthen relations .
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Glimmer of hope to 
elderly citizens in 
Free State
Armscor together with Puisano (a non-

profit organisation) joined hands 
to provide elderly people in Thabo 
Mofutsanyana District Municipality in the 
Free State with much needed skills . Over 
100 elderly people have recently completed 
the two weeks sewing programme . Upon 
completion, they also received blankets, 
food parcels, sanitisers and face masks . 

According to Ms Seipati Tabudi, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Puisano, they have been 
conducting a number of community based 
programmes to support both the youth and 
elderly since 2019 . One of their programmes 
is sewing where elderly people attend for
two weeks to learn the craft . They would then 
produce some dresses and hats, which they 
sell during the monthly pension withdrawal 
days . 

Puisano with this programme targets those 
elderly people who do not have any support 
that would supplement their pension at 
home and have multiple grandchildren who 
are not getting any financial support .

Thabo Mofutsanyana District Municipality is 
rural in nature and according to research 
by IHS Markit of Global Insight, 52 .1% of the 
South African households are living below 
poverty line . This is experienced every time 
representatives from Puisano are on the 
ground, which necessitated a need to 
bring in an intervention that would attempt 
to alleviate the community struggles . Ms 
Tabudi also extended their unwavering 
gratitude to Armscor for granting them the 
opportunity to assist those who have nothing 
and bringing joy to the communities .

Armscor provides elderly citizens in the Thabo Mofutsanyana District Municipality in Free 
State with blankets and food parcels .
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Armscor partnered with Morongwa 
Foundation to launch the Basadi 

Farmers and Business Market with the aim to 
help bridge the gap between rural women 
in farming and those in urban areas . This 
was also an opportunity to create access to 
markets for farmers . 

The event was a business marketing 
and networking initiative of Morongwa 
Foundation in partnership with the Hebron 
Mango Tree Owners Co-operative, Armscor 
and Department of Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities . 

Different businesses set up stalls on the day 
to market their businesses and exhibit their 
products, ranging from fresh produce to skin 
and hair care products . 

Founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
Morongwa Foundation, Mr Nkagare Makhudu 
said the aim was to address gender-specific 
obstacles for women in farming, to offer a 
distribution channel for smallholder farmers 
as well as lobbying for funding, training 
and mentorship opportunities for women 
farmers . Training will be conducted for 
rural women and youth in climate change 
adaptation so as to build their resilience 
and reduce their vulnerability as smallholder 
farmers .  

Armscor is proud to have partnered with 
Morongwa Foundation in making sure that 
women and youth take part in the Farmers 
and Business Market project . 

Networking session to 
help women in farming

Armscor provides assistance to rural farmers to network and gain access to the markets .
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In the spirit of giving back to communities, 
Armscor joined hands with the Icon’s 

Journey Marathon Foundation on a back 
to school campaign aimed at reaching 
learners from rural communities in the 
Eastern Cape . The campaign started on 21 
February at Fort Beaufort and ended on 25 
February 2022 at Bhaziya . During this week-
long drive, Armscor assisted in handing over 
school shoes, sanitary towels and sports kits 
to deserving learners in the rural villages of 
Eastern Cape . 

This journey started when 16 social runners 
from seven provinces assembled in Fort 
Hare University on 31 July 2021 to take part 
in a 400km distance over eight consecutive 
days . This run was in an effort to raise 
funds to help learners from disadvantaged 
communities .  

Armscor was one of the organisations that 
pledged money towards this initiatives . 
About 2 100 learners nationally benefitted 
from this campaign . Schools that benefitted 
in the Eastern Cape includes Healdtown High 
School (Fort Beaufort), Birchfarm Primary 
School (Komani), Pietersrus Primary School 
(Komani), Clarkebury Institution (Ngcobo), 
Mqhekezweni Primary School (Mqhekezweni), 
Nelson Mandela – No-Moscow Primary 
School (Qunu), Ludondolo Primary School 
(Ludondolo Village) and Gobinamba High 
School (Bhaziya) . 

The Icon’s Journey Foundation is a non-
profit organisation aimed at promoting 
sports to uplift disadvantaged communities . 

Over the years the focus has been on raising 
funds through multi-sporting activities to 
purchase school shoes, sanitary towels and 
sports kits to deserving learners nationally . 
The Foundation since its establishment 
in 2018 is able to attract sports fanatics 
nationwide who flocks to Eastern Cape 
annually to participate in this multi-sporting 
event touching institutions and birth places 
of some of South Africa’s celebrated 
liberation heroes and heroines . Armscor 
through its Corporate Social Investment 
programme has over the years invested 
heavily in improving learner education . 

Learners from Clarkebury Institution in 
Ngcobo, Eastern Cape receives a rugby 
kit courtesy of Armscor .

Learners from Pietersrus Primary School 
in Komani, Eastern Cape receives school 
shoes as part of Back to School Campaign . 

Back to school 
campaign touching lives 
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The current socio-economic challenges 
and inequalities in South Africa makes 

it impossible for some parents to afford 
basis school necessities such as uniform . It 
becomes a responsibility of community as 
a whole to assist where possible in providing 
for learners who are less fortunate . This was 
the case with Saints Gospel Ministries based 
in Mabopane, who approached Armscor 
after realising a need to assist learners from 
Reatlegile Primary School . 

Armscor through its Corporate Social 
Investment programme donated 220 pairs 
of school shoes and uniform to deserving 
learners on 11 February 2022 . This initiative is 

part of Armscor’s back to school campaign . 
Every year, Armscor through this campaign 
reaches out to learners who are in need 
of the basic necessities with the aim of 
improving their schooling experience . The 
overall objective is to equip learners with the 
necessary tools that would enhance their 
academic performance . 

Armscor with its limited resources strives 
to make a meaningful impact in the 
communities by using education to alleviate 
poverty, inequality and unemployment . 
Reatlegile Primary School is a public school 
based in Mabopane, north of Pretoria . The 
school has over 700 learners . 

School uniform to 
enhance learners’ 
performance 

Armscor provides learners at Reatlegile Primary School with new pairs of shoes and 
school uniform to enhance their academic performance .
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Armscor provides much needed equipment to Tshwaraganang Orphanage in 
Hammanskraal .

In an effort to ease the burden on 
the management of the centre, 

Armscor provided social relief support 
to Tshwaraganang Orphanage in  
Hammanskraal, north of Pretoria . Armscor 
donated groceries, obsolete furniture, 
pots, a four-plate gas stove and a gas 
cylinder on 11 February 2022 . 

Tshwaraganang Orphanage is a boarding 
facility and houses 42 children aged 
between 2 and 18 years . The children are 
from abusive environments and some 
are without parents . The centre relies on 
donations and sponsorships to provide for 
the children . 

Armscor reaches out
to Tshwaraganang 
Orphanage

Donated groceries to help feed children in 
need . 
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2022 Africa Aerospace 
and Defence show 
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Exploring 
unconventional
careers in defence
The National Development Plan clearly 

stipulate that for South Africa to alleviate 
poverty, reduce inequality and ensure that 
all citizens have better working and living 
conditions by 2030, the country needs to 
produce over 30 000 qualified artisans per 
annum to meet the labour demand . To 
achieve this would require a collective efforts 
from both public and private sector to play 
a meaningful role in training and developing 
artisans . Armscor, as an acquisition agency 
for the Department of Defence, provides a 
platform for artisans to hone their skills in 
order to play a key role in the economy .  

Mr Nthuseng Moagi is currently employed as 
a Master Artisan at Alkantpan Test Range, 
a division of Armscor . He joined Armscor in 
2014 having plied his trade in the automotive 
industry since 1993 . 

His responsibilities entail but not limited 
to provision of effective client orientated 
support i .e . Maintain, coordinate, monitor, 
troubleshoot, oversee and perform repairs 
on different types of weapons systems . 
These includes infantry, automatic weapons, 
rocket launchers, armour, artillery and 
miscellaneous systems of both Alkantpan 
Test Range and external clients on request . 
He is also responsible to perform designs 
with the aid of (auto-cad product support) 
for various products manufacturing, and for 
weapons release or clearance in order to 
support the ammunition and/or weapons 
testing . 

Prior to joining Armscor, he served in the South 
African Navy mustering as an Armament 
fitter (ship) . “I trained and specialised in 
small arms weapons (infantry) support . 
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Mr Nthuseng Moagi works as a Master 
Artisan at Alkantpan Test Range, a division 
of Armscor .

Alkantpan Test Range provides 
opportunities for artisans to hone their 
skills .

With the routine tasks of ensuring the 
readiness and serviceability of small arms 
weapons . A combat ready exercise included 
weapons troubleshooting (an exercise 
to find or determine faults), a complete 
refurbishment through the processes 
of blasting, coating, assembly and pre 
firing . Together with Inspectorate Naval 
Ordnance (INO), I would do the practical 
and compliance testing by way of live firing 
in a secured environment (shooting ranges), 
in order to complete the weapon readiness 
process,” said Mr Moagi . 

According to Mr Moagi lack of opportunities 
remain a challenge for one to prosper in this 
field . “Lack of breakthrough in convincing 
the hierarchy to offer the youth who are 
interested in this career to be able to impart 
and share knowledge remains a challenge .” 

He was very influential in the design and 
manufacturing a jig to convert Defa 30mm 
552a & 553C revolver cannon mounted on 
the Cheetah, Impala and Mirage F1 aircrafts 
to a test jig in order to enable a direct and 
indirect firing from ground fixtures . This 
project was done internally and saved the 
organisation a significant amount of money . 
He successfully designed and manufactured 
also in house a manoeuvrable 8 000mm x 
8 000mm mobile trailer that could sustain 
rough terrain that simulate the rough seas to 
enable a landing of a drone while the trailer 
is been pulled from behind a pickup truck .  

Some of the projects he is working on include, 
upgrade and modification of the two ATR 
GV3 Howitzers weapons to necessitate 
the effortless closing and opening of the 
breech mechanism . This project will ensure 
the operation of the weapon, taking into 
consideration that each shell/ projectile 
manually loaded and rammed into the 
chamber of the barrel weighs 46kg, can be 
seamlessly loaded and fired with a lesser 
stress and effort by the officers .   

He encourages those who wants to make a 
career as artisans to have passion for the 
job, to continuously learn, be able to adapt 
easily in the fieldwork . “Discipline, attention 
to details, flexibility, open minded, creativity 
and ambition are key requirements for one 
to succeed in this field,” concluded Mr Moagi .  
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